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Steve Marshall, Alabama Attorney General; Hal Taylor, Secretary of 
the Alabama Law Enforcement Agency; Barry Matson, Executive 
Director of the Office of Prosecution Services; Angelo Della Manna, 
Director of the Alabama Department of Forensic Sciences 

SUBJECT: Guidance on Alabama Law Regarding the Possession, Use, Sale, or 
Distribution of CBD 

NOTE: This notice has been updated to reflect recent action by the U.S. 
Congress regarding cannabidiol (CBD) derived from industrial hemp. On 
December 12, 2018, the U.S. House of Representatives gave final passage to the 
Agricultural Improvement Act of 2018 i which is expected to be signed into law. 
This bill contains a provision legalizing industrial hemp, beyond the existing pilot 
programs passed by Congress in 2014. As a result of this Congressional action, 
CBD derived from industrial hemp, with a THC concentration of not more than 
.3% on a dry weight basis, can be legally produced, sold, and possessed in the 
State of Alabama. However, as stated in the bill, the new federal law will not 
prevent states from adopting laws to restrict or regulate the production of 
industrial hemp. Furthermore, prescription drugs and other consumables 
containing CBD will be regulated by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration. The 
guidance below still applies to CBD derived from marijuana or CBD derived 
from hemp with above a .3% (three one-thousandths) THC concentration on 
a dry weight basis. 

Recent questions surrounding the legality of cannabidiol (CBD) suggest 
that a brief explanation and review of several relevant Alabama criminal laws 
might be helpful to the public. 

Section 13A-l2-212 of the Alabama Criminal Code makes it illegal to 
possess or receive a controlled (regulated) substance, while Sections 13A-12-213 
to 214 specifically address the possession of marijuana-punishable by a Class A 
misdemeanor when possessed for personal use or by a Class C felony when 
possessed for reasons other than personal use. 
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